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of finance is stressed by Dandin when he observes that " the best,
measures of regulation are dependent on money and there Is nothing
more fatal than weakness in that department."1

III.     Details of Administration
The king, without doubt, was the central and chief authority as-
sisted, as will be seen presently, by a body of subordinate officials.
He must have received ambassadors, and conducted business in a hall of
audience (upasthanabhumi) as can be observed from the Kahaurn. stone
pillar inscription of Skanda Gupta dated A. D. 460-1.2 There must
have existed various grades of special officials whose duties can
sometimes be made out from their designations. For example the
Deo Baranark inscription of Jivita Gupta II refers to a MahdpraHharcP
indicating that there were similar officials of a lower grade. \Not
only were there gradations among officers, distinguishing one from
the other, but there were several types of officials the natxire of
whose duties is sometimes ambiguous and sometimes clear./ We
may now proceed to examine in greater detail the cadres and the
duties of most of these officials.
1.   Gupta Officials : A Survey
During Samudra G-upta's reign, " whose officers were always em-
ployed in restoring the wealth of the various kings who had been
conquered by the strength of his arms,"4 it is possible to gather some
information about these officials. Mention is made during this
monarch's reign, in his Allahabad prasasti of Dhruvabhuti, who Is
called Makadandanayaka, and Harisena Tilabhattaraka, entitled the
Sahdhiwgrahika, ttie "Minister for Peace and War, and a Kumararnatya*
evidently a counsellor of the Heir-apparent prince5. That this prince
was probably selected'""By"the king from among his sons may be inferred
from the words of""Canfffa G-upta I, for referring to Samudra Gupta
his Allahabad prasasti states: " Verily (he is) worthy to govern the
whole world." 6 The Mahadanclanayaka, clearly indicating a gradation
among such officers, who must have been his subordinates,(does not
suggest that there was any real separation between civil and military
duties. ) The Daqdanaijaka, who is also called in different inscriptions
1 Dandin, op. cit., p. 224, text, p, 145.
3  Fleet, op. tit., (1$), p, 67.
8 Ibid., (46), p. 218.
4  Ibid., (I), p. 14,
* Ibid., p. 16.
6 Ibid., p. 12,